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WESTERN EUROPE — CANADA — INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

This publication is prepared for regional specialists in the Washington com-
munity by the Western Europe Division, Office of Currznt Intelligence, with
occasional contributions from other offices withinr the Directorate of
Intelligence. Comments and queries are welcome. They should be directed to
the authors of the individual articles.
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Belgian Government Survives

Belgium Prime Minister Tindemans' government

won a vote of confidence in the lower housea

of parliament today on its decision to purchase
the 1"'S-made F-16 fighter plane. The vote

was 112 to 92, with the two major coalition
parties unanimously supporting the government's
decision. A majority of the representatives

of the Walloon Rally Party, the third coalition
partner which had opposed the decision earlier,
also backed the government. The question

will be considered tomorrow Ly the upper house
where it is assured of majority approval.

A negative vote would not have affected
the memorandum of understanding with the US
for purchase of the plane signed earlier this
week, but would have posed a serious threat
to the Tindemans government. The possibility
of early elections is believed to have elicited
substantial compromises from Tindemans both
within the coalition and among some opposition
parties.

The main rival of the US plane was France's
Mirage F-1—-E. The campaign waged by Paris
for its plane succeeded in dividing the bilingual
Belgians down the middle, with the Francophones
favoring the Mirage and the Flemings supporting
the F-16. The issue became so intense that
disgruntled Mirage supporters threatened tn
bomb the Brussels airport following the government's
decision.

The Danish government easily won gro
forma parliamentary approval on Wednesday
of its selection of the F-16. Opposition
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in 'I'I:le Nethz.erlands subsided following the
l?oelglan decision and there was little challenge
55X1 in Norway to Oslo's choice of the US plane.
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. Norway Plans Fishing Zone Extension

Norway is foregoing plans to declare unilat-
. erally a 50-mile fishing limit in favor of pressing
for an international agreement on a 200-mile eco-
nomic zone.

Oslo introduced the 50-mile concept last
year to placate Norway's fishermen, but the gov-
ernment now feels that it would generate foreign
opposition by prcceeding on its own and prefexrs
working through the Law of the Sea Conference to
establish a 200-mile economic zone. Pressures
from local fishermen might force Norway to act
independently again, however, if the 200-mile
zone is not adopted at the Conference. Norwsy's
switch in tactics was strongly influenced by its
spokesman on fishing--Jens Evenson--who also headed
the informal committee on t.ile 200-mile economic
zone at the recent session of the Law of the Sea
Conference.

A leading fishing nation, Norway's fishing
industry has beer hard pressed to maintain pro-
duction because of increaséd fishing off Norway by
the Soviet Union, West Germany and the UK. Norway's
lucrative cod catch has been particularly hard hit,
declining 25 percent since 1972. Thus far, bi-
lateral negotiations with several countries that
fish off Norway have not reduced overfishing.

25X1
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Waldheim to Report No Progress in Cyprus Talks

In his report to the UN Security Council
today, Secretary General Waldheim will confirm ’
that very little progress was made toward
a negotiated Cyprus settlement in the inter-
communal talks held under his auspices
in Vienna. He will, nevertheless, call
for their continuation.

Waldheim

2EX is concerned about the slow pace of the
talks and has begun to feel uncomfortable
in his role which he views as a "fig leaf
for non-negotiations." The Secretary General
was upset over the rigidity of the two sides
during the last round of talks. Waldheim
warned the Greek and Turkish Cypriot negotiators
that he is not satisfied with his role, suggest-
ing he may not participate at the next
round--set to begin on July 24--unless the
two sides are prepared to negotiate seriously.

The Vienna talks last week were often
stormy and Turkish Cypriot negotiator Denktash
refused to discuss the territorial and refugee
questions as promised in the first Vienna
round, citing as a justification the lack
of prior agreement on the powers of the
central government in the proposed Cypriot
federation. Denktash did, however, offer
some views on the structure of the central
government. These envisage a weak central
government with a titulayr, rotating presidency
and a bicameral legislature. The two ethnic
communities would have equal representation
in the upper house and proportional representation
in the lower chamber.
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Clerides refused to respond to Denktash's
proposals on the central government because
of Denktash's unwillingness to take a position
on other major issues.

The only mildly hopeful development
was Denktash's proposal. for what he termed
a joint transitional central government
pending a firal settlement. Subsequent
elaboration revealed that Denktash had
in mind more of a "coordinating committee"
to handle certain guestions of mutual concern
and not a full fledged central government.
Denktash noted that such an interim body
could serve to build confidence between
the two communities and facilitate agreemenc
on other issues.

Clerides questioned whether the proposal
might not be aimed at giving the Turkish
Cypriots a means to erode the international
status of the exclusively Greek Cypriot
Government of Cyprus and to curb the Greek
Cypriots' use of international forums to
advance their cause. He nevertheless promised
to consider the idea.

25X1
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Maltese Parties Agrwe to Control Political
Violence

Leaders of the ruling Labor Party and the
opposition Nationalist Party have agreed to take
"certain internal steps” to prevent violence at
public pclitical gatherings, according to an
announcement by Prime Minister Mintoff.

There has been u growing wave of such
violence by rowdy supporters of both parties
over the past six months. It has beécome
routine for the parties' public meetings to
be disrupted and for homes, cars and party
offices in the vicinity to be vandalized.
Nationalist leaders have charged that the police
move more quickly to restrain Nationalist
trouble-makers at Labor meetings than they do
to stop Labor rowdies at Nationalist gatherings.

The most serious incident occurred on
June 8 when a Nationalist rally in a strong
Labor district was violently disrupted and
several persons injured. The Nationalists, who
had been receiving more violence than they were
giving, were pressing for a parliamentary
showdown on the issue. After the incident on
June 8, however, they requested an urgent
imeeting with Labor government officials that
resulted in Mintoff's announcement.

The situation seems to have calmed for
the moment, but the test of the parties' inter-
nal controls will not be long in ccming. More
public meetings are scheduled for this weekend
as part of a steady increase in political
activity leading toward the next election.
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' Security Tightened in Azores

Portuguese militarv authorities in
L. the Azores are tightening security measures

. to prevent a recurrence of demonstrations like

o the one held on June 6 in Ponta Delgada. Meanwhile,
pro-Azorean officers are becoming increasingly
anxious over their positions because of pressure
from Lisbon.

25X1

Meanwhile, arrests of suspectad separatist
leaders are continuing. Four arrests were reported
on the island of Terceira on June 10. The Terceira
military command announced these suspects
would be interrogated by a military committee of
inquiry,. along with 29 others arrested in Sao
Miguel on Monday .

25X1

The wave of arrests has badly shaken residents
of Ponta Delgada. Among the most concerned are
. three senior military officers presently holding
key positions in the local administrition. The
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military governor, General Pinto Magalhaes, 18th
I Infantry Battalion Commander Lieutenant Colonel
Fﬂ, Miranda, and police chief Major Moniz have all

e been harshly criticized by the Communist-dominated
Lisbon press.

Colonel Miranda has told the US consul that
_ the commander of Portuguese naval forces in
N the Azores, Admiral Riccou, ordered the roundup i
' of separatists after obtaining direct authorization
from Admiral Rosa Coutinho in Lisbon. Riccou
‘ reportedly threatened to arrest Magalhaes and
iy ] Miranda if his orders were not carried out.

A possible clue to Lisbon's policy toward
the Azores will be the treatment accorded these
pro-Azorean officers, who have gained the respect
and trust of the local residents. The officers
are faced with the dilemma of whether to implement
policies which they find distasteful or cast
their lot with the separatists.

At present, the separatist movement would
seem to represent more of an irritant than a threat
to Lisbon and there is little support among the
Azoreans for an armed insurrection. Separatists
not arrested are likely to reduce their activities
s and Lisbon will probably try to ease out pro-

O Azorean officers one by one.

This picture could change, however, if

local commanders come to believe their positions

are already fatally compromised and suddenly

throw their support behind the separatist movement.

The willingness of the officers to take this

. action could be increased by Lisbon's apparent

K difficulties in responding to the events of

- June 6. US military attaches in Lisbon report
that two companies of military police re’used

25X1 to obey orders transferring them to the Azores and
that only a small detachment was eve tually sent.
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